Female incontinence: long-term results of slings.
Several different sling procedures are currently in use and most of them are newly developed. Despite the fact that they are widely in use, knowledge about their long-term efficacy, morbidity, and functional sequeal is scarce. The aim of the present review is to provide an update of several different procedures. The tension-free vaginal tape is the best studied and documented procedure with excellent long-term outcome data and low rates of complications. Tension-free vaginal tape appears to be followed by significantly higher objective cure rates than transobturator tape. Concerning comparison of different types of transobturator tape, no significant differences were found so far. Minislings still need to be evaluated concerning long-term safety and efficacy. Tension-free vaginal tape and transobturator tape are equally effective; for assessment of new approaches, surgical long-term data are mandatory.